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Security t:

‘The growing threat.
of “terrorism—both .
foreign and domestic
—has alerted - build-
ing “owners to be -
" much - more - “con-
cetned about security
these ‘days. in- the : 8§
" design of new. and"
.remodeled- buildings:
The recent murderous -
umve1s1ty rampages
at V1rgm1a Tech “and _
"Northern Tllinois, for. ~—=
example, have “become

VOICES FROM
THE. INDUSTRY»

Fre_d :J. Gre_en .

: buﬂdmg rnanagers must carefully examing .
whether their structires make it easy orfis
hard for would-be killers. = - S
It’s 1mposs1ble to des1gn a bu11d1ng that
is completely safe under-any-and all cir-
cumstmlces—espema]ly 1f it has a,publlc .

nsks Following are a few )
- Limit the number: ofid AcCess poil
- conipromise between security and ac
bility and. aesthetics should always be con-l
sidered, which means  that entrances and -
exits' of the blnldmg ;should. nimber 10:x
more than is absolutely necessary U
Tf ‘someéone- wishing. to do harm has aj
wide range -of “entries: o choose: from; -
it simply makes his or her job easier—and
more - difficult for those respons1ble’ .
for security. :
B High visual surveﬂlance at:all entnes 5
The structure. should have ‘a’ “prominent
front door:that prov1des highvisibility in.
all directions. It should be easy 10-see the -
building’s exterior -from :many “vantage
“points and to see down: many - corridors -
_ with relative ease. Any other entries; espe- -
- cially at-service docks; also should be seen
from several perspectives. .. &
B High-tech survelllance Al entry' :
. points-.should incorporate. as many high- .
-tech surveillance and eniry tools as possi-
ble. This includes surveillance: cameras,
buzzer . systems, ‘card’| acces 2
detectors. Adequate” personnel Hiced to be
deployed to make certam thes stems are
not-violated.-
‘Special emphas1s should be g1ven to :
incorporating new digital video: recordmg,
technology. Thesé:new cameras can offer "
such. high-tech -options . as: infrared "
recording -with night and: day capablhues,;
In addition, digital recording can be exe<" .
cuted on computer disc drives: capable of ©
long-term storage of data. -+ -
M Good visibility of key- outside loca— -
tions: The design of parking lots, ‘access:
_ ~dropoffs and service entrics'must be highly
visible from several interior vantag,e points:
It also helps if-all of them are well lighted
and patrolled on an irregular schedule. -~
o Comprehenswe commumcauons ‘
“Incorporating - wide- rangmg hlgh-tech
communications: ‘systems " is. an -essential
ingredient . for appropriate. security: The -
easily accessible system must permit quick
contact’ with - secunty forces and ‘others.
who need to be informed about unusual
and suspicious cncumstances
‘M Front-load ofﬁces £ 3
Offices close to the front entrance’and near
the main serv1ce entrance should be

troubling
- reminders: that developers and -other (

de51gned to accommodate sufﬁc1ent per-. -
~“sonnel so that many eyes are focused on . -
- potential danger spots. - ' .
Early détection can often prevent a s1tu-L

.- ation from getting out o ;hand whlle safe—
L guardmg as-many as poss1ble G
i ! Secunty call stations on s1te A suffi- -
cient number. of well-spaced call stations
_should: be. located -on _such” hlgh-proﬁle
museum:
mall parkmg lots; among others..
stations - should" be: well ht and-i

sites. as “school - campuses, .

entifiable. = - .

aimng must aeeompany technolo—

St

:orporat]ng the latest surveﬂlance

technology in the building design’ can.
L ,prove fruitless' if- sécurity” personnel and

other - responsible employees are not

‘o addition; all Worke1s must be remind-

ed frequently about the importance of con-

~ tinuous: vigilance to detect potential dan-
~ger. It helps to tun occasional field: tests
- and/or exercises to assess if security plans
are: being followed and equlpment is-in
o 'workmg order.

It probably goes w1thout saymg, but

_adequately- trained “in ‘the use of such,
"equ1pment

" architecture alone cannot prevent-a build-

ing and its contents from being violated by

- someone intent on doing harm. But good

design that provides abundant visibility of -
all public spaces from vatied locations can
go a long way in reducing the threat. In
these troubling times, a building may

" never be completely safe. But why take

chances with a-design in which security is -

_only' a secondary consideration?e
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