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City must continue to encourage public-art projects

Since 1821, when
Alexander  Ralston
first began mcorpo-
rating spaces for pub-
hie art in his design of
Indianapolis, the city
has been able 1o
MaImntain a strong tra-
dion ol public art.

Today s a good VOICES FROM
time o evaluate THE INDUSTRY

what must be done
Fred Green

now 1o sustain and
enhance that 185- — - ==
year tradition.

For those not fanuliar with the term,
public art 1s art—big or small, painting or
sculpture—that is placed n public space
or funded by public dollars. The Soldiers
and Satlors Monument on the Circle is a
classic example.

Interest in public art has ebbed and
flowed over the decades but gained a sig-
niticant boost in the 1930s and 1960s
when the General Services Adnunistration
niandated the Art-in-Architecture pro-
gram. which encouraged the commitment
ol (1.3 percent of the cost of construction or
repair of federal property to the Funding of
public art

Today, many major cities—including
nearby Chicago and St. Louis—have per-
cenl-for-art programs. Indianapolis cur-
rently does not have a percent-for-art ordi-
nance in place, but 1t is vigorously
exploring  that option, according w the
Freeman/Whitehurst Group's Indianapolis
Public Art Master Plan for the Arts Coun-
cib of Indianapolis.

[t 1s an option that deserves serious con-
sideration. The benefits ol wrt in public
space are numerous. both from an internal
and external perspective.

Communities that incorporate public arl
into their streets and buildings provide a
safer, more inviting and interesting back-
drop for the evervday lile of local resi-
dents. Public art inspires a sense of owner-
ship and pride in one’s own neighborhood,
which often results in safer and cleaner
streets and a more close knil, cooperative
spirit among residents—the true sense ol
the word “community.”

The external goal of public art projects
is 10 welcome the global community with
open arms. A large metropolitan center
like Indianapolis, which hosts many
regional, national and international events,
wants to look its best under the spotlight,
Monumental works of public sculpture
and painting create a distinctive character
or signature we want tourists and other
visitors to recall—like the Gateway Arch
has done for St. Louis.

A major part of Mayor Bart Peterson’s
initiative for the cultural development of
Indianapolis includes the beautification of
major “gateways’” into the city, including
the prominence of public art at Indianapo-
lis International Airport.

Lilly Endowment is helping Ffurther
those objectives by granting $2.5 million
to the growth of the Indianapohs Cultural
Development Commission. This agency
partners with the Arts Council ol Indi-
anapohs, Indianapolis Downtown Inc. and
the Indianapolis Convention & Visitors
Assocration i mcreasing the city’s cultur-
al appeal for lounsts.

Public art also bolsiers an area’s eco-
nomic value and makes it more appealing
for investors. Outside businesses looking
to relocate a branch or headquarters will
look more favorably on a community that
appears 1o be safe and apprecialed by its
vesidents. That also holds true for local
business owners.

An excellent example is the Monon
Trail, the conversion of an abandoned rail-
road into an exercise trail complete with
sculptures and murals along the route.
These amenities generate increased traffic
along the trail, which in turn has increased
property values and the success of busi-
nesses abutting the trail from Carmel (o
Broad Ripple—and eventually o down-
town Indianapolis.

The city is now planning the Indianapo-
lis- Culwral Trail, which hopefully will
have the same effects as the Monon Trail
in its target neighborhoods. With a project-
ed completion date of 2009, the Cultural
Trail will be a walking and biking path
connecting the downtown areas of Foun-
tain Square, Indiana Avenue, Massachu-
selts Avenue, White River State Park, the
Wholesale District and Monument Circle
It also will act as a central hub of the entire
Indy Greenways system, which includes
the Monon Trail.

The evidence is persuasive that public
art enhances communities on many levels.
both internally and externally. The city

would do well 10 include more public art
as a locus of government funding and sup-
port over the next few years. We have
much to gain it we do - but also much to
Jose to competing cities it we don’te
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